Gracie York interview, 1984 by unknown
University of Memphis 
University of Memphis Digital Commons 
Documents Oral history collection 
6-9-2021 
Gracie York interview, 1984 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.memphis.edu/speccoll-mss-oralhistory1 
Recommended Citation 
"Gracie York interview, 1984" (2021). Documents. 1. 
https://digitalcommons.memphis.edu/speccoll-mss-oralhistory1/1 
This Text is brought to you for free and open access by the Oral history collection at University of Memphis Digital 
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Documents by an authorized administrator of University of 
Memphis Digital Commons. For more information, please contact khggerty@memphis.edu. 
THIS IS THE ORAL HISTORY RESEARCH OFFIC E OF MEMPHIS STATE 
UNIVERSITY. THE PROJECT IS THE TENNESSEE HERO ALVIN YORK. THE 
INTERVIEW IS WITH MRS. GRACIE YORK, WIFE OF ALVIN YORK . PRESENT 
ALSO WAS HER GRANDAUGHTER, RUTH KOGER. THE DATE IS JUNE 26 , 1984. 
THE PLACE IS PALL MALL, TENNESSEE . THE INTERVIEW IS BY DR. 
CHARLES W. CRAWFORD, DIRECTOR OF THE MEMPHIS STATE UNIVERSITY ORAL 
HISTORY RESEARCH OFFICE. TRANSCRIBED BY BETTY WI LLIAMS. INTERVIEW 
I. 
DR. CRAWFORD: One thing I ' d like to ask you about is where you 
were born and where you grew up and what you 
remember about being a girl? Where were you born? 
MRS. YORK : I was born here in Pall Mal l. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Where was your place from where we are now? 
MRS. YORK: About a mile or a mile and a hal f , I guess . 
DR. CRAWFORD: 
MRS . YORK: 
DR. CRAWFORD: 
MRS. YORK: 
DR . CRAWFORD: 
What direction was it from here? 
It would be north or northwest , I guess. 
Would it be up toward Kentucky ? 
It would be up that way . 
Yes, up toward Kentucky up Highway 27 up t oward 
the north. We l l , you have lived a l l your life right 
here, haven't you? 
MRS. YORK: All my life. I never did live no where else. 
DR. CRAWFORD: In the valley of the Wolf River? 
MRS. YORK: Yes . I never did live no where else. 
DR. CRAWFORD: You know, I grew up in the hi l ls and I am kind of 
prejudiced about them, but I think t here is no 
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place as pretty as one where you have hills and trees and fields 
and wooded places like you do here . 
MRS. YORK: I don't think so either. 
(Dr. Crawford mentions that two of her grand children are here in 
the interview--Woodrow York and Ruth Koger.) 
DR. CRAWFORD: I told her (Ruth Koger) that I have a friend named 
Coger, but it is spelled C- 0-G-E-R. So I wasn't 
used to K-0-G - E-R. 
MRS. YORK: Ours is K- 0-G-E-R. That ' s the way he spells his 
name. 
DR . CRAWFORD: You grew up right around Pall Mall here all the 
time, didn ' t you? 
MRS. YORK: Oh yes! I never was any further than Jamestown 
until after I got married. Oh, I was at Monticello 
one time. That is a little further than Jamestown, not much about 
26 mile I guess. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Monticello? 
MRS. YORK: Monticello, Kentucky . 
DR . CRAWFORD: You know when you are in a place this pretty, I 
don ' t see why you would want to travel much anyway. 
MRS. YORK: No, I would rather be here as anywhere . 
DR . CRAWFORD: My mother feels that way about our place. 
MRS. YORK: Yes. 
DR. CRAWFORD: She lives on a little river, the Spring River, in 
Arkansas. Our family has been there for six gener-
ations. 
MRS . YORK: She still lives there? 
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DR . CRAWFORD : She still lives there . She ' s alone now because my 
father is dead. 
MRS . YOR5: Yes. 
DR. CRAWFORD: She has a good watchdog and I go up to see her when 




DR . CRAWFORD: 
MRS . YORK : 
DR. CRAWFORD: 
MRS. YORK: 
DR . CRAWFORD : 
MRS . YORK : 
DR . CRAWFORD: 
MRS . YORK: 
DR . CRAWFORD: 
MRS . YORK: 
Like me staying by myself . 
Is someone here with you? 
At night . Of the daytime I have comers and goers. 
Yes , you have a lot of compan y. 
Yes. 
How long have you lived in this house? 
Ever since ' 21. 
My goodness right after World War I? 
That ' s right , ' 21. 
What year did you get marrie d ? 
Nineteen - Nineteen . 
Just after the war? 
Yes. 
DR . CRAWFORD: Now , you lived a couple of years somewhere else 
then didn ' t you? 
MRS . YORK : 
DR. CRAWFORD: 
MRS. YORK: 
Up there with his mother in adjoining rooms with 
his mother. 
Un t il you got this place finished? 
Un huh . 
DR. CRAWFORD: You have some fa r m land that goes with this, don ' t 
you, on the Wolf River? 
MRS. YORK: I used to have , but I don ' t own it now. 
4 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, you aren ' t able to do any fa rmi ng now anyway. 
MRS . YORK: No, couldn ' t get nobody to do nothing anyway . 
DR . CRAWFORD: What did they grow on it mainly ? 
MRS. YORK : They've got corn this year . They ' ve been a growing 
beans , but they 've got corn this year. 
DR. CRAWFORD : I saw a fine corn crop out the r e . 
MRS. YORK: Yes, that is pretty corn. 
DR. CRAWFORD: But you raised soy beans for a while? 
MRS . YORK: 
DR . CRAWFORD: 
MRS . YO RK: 
DR . CRAWFO RD: 
MRS. YORK: 
DR . CRAWFORD: 
MRS. YORK: 
DR . CRAWFORD: 
No, they raised just green beans, you know , to can. 
The corn crop looked good. Have you had enough 
rain this year? 
Well, there was a drought for a while, wasn ' t it? 
Then we had a little rain come t hat helped out . 
What did they grow on it when you were young? 
We growed corn , wheat and oats and stuff like that . 
We mostly raised corn and hay on my farm . 
And hay that is the way we done . 
I know about working both of them in hot weather . 
MRS. YORK : That ' s the way we done. 
DR. CRAWFORD : Did Mr . York farm the land in the twenties and 
thi r ties? 
MRS. YORK: He helped do it. He had workers to help him . 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, when you grew up, didn't you say it was just 
a couple of miles from here? 
MRS . YORK: 
GRANDCHILD: 
I don ' t know whether it is two miles or not? Do 
you? 
Someth i ng like that . 
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DR. CRAWFORD: What was Pall Mall like when you were a girl? Was 

















Yes, there weren't any cars or nothing like that 
when I grew up. 
Touring the World! 
Yes. 
First car that was in here was 
Do you remembe r seeing it? 
Yes, it was the first car in here-- 1917. 
Was it someone you know that had it? 
R. C. Piles, I believe and Sam Williams. They had 
the two first cars that was here. 
What kind of roads did they have then? 
Just old country roads . 
They didn't have any pavement, I guess? 
No, just dirt roads. 
It was a hard drive into Jamestown then, wasn't it. 
Yeah , it took us a smart bit to get there. 
Do you remember when they paved those roads? 
Yeah. They paved the roads since we have been 
married. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Would that have been in the 1920s? 
MRS. YORK: Yes. 
DR. CRAWFORD: They started to pave Tennessee roads back when 
Austin Peay was Governor and that in the twenties--
between '22 and '27. I would guess that was about the time they 
did here. 
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MRS. YORK: Probably. My husband was working on the road when 
he was called to go to the army. 
DR. CRAWFORD: In 1917? 
MRS. YORK: Yes. Nineteen - seventeen. 
DR. CRAWFO RD: 
MRS. YORK: 
When did you first meet Alvin York? 
Oh I've seen him all my life go i ng back and forth 
past his house to schoo l, you know. I never 
thought nothing about it getting married or nothing like that. He 
said he would remember me when I would go back and forth to school 
you know. I had long hair - - l ong braided hair - -with a ribbon tied 
on the end of it he said. He said he r emembered me. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I'll bet you were pretty when you were that age. 
(Chuckle) And had a ribbon on your hair. 
MRS. YORK: Now, I don't know really. 
DR. CRAWFORD: He had noticed you before you had noticed him then? 
MRS. YORK: I never went with him until after he changed his 
way of living. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Now that was just before the war , wasn't it? 
MRS. YORK: Yeah, 1915 . 
DR. CRAWFORD: What year was he born? 
MRS. YORK: Eighteen eighty -seven. He was about twelve years 




DR. CRAWFO RD : 
MRS. YORK: 
He started going to church then didn't he in 1915? 
Yeah, 1914 or '1 5. 
Which church was it? 
The Methodist Church up here by the cemetery. 




Is it still there? 
Yes, still there. 
I want to make a picture of that then. 
Okay. 
7 
DR. CRAWFORD: That's up t he road to Kentucky , isn ' t i t? 
MRS . YORK: No, up here by the cemetery. Ha ve you been up to 
his graveside? 
DR. CRAWFORD: 
MRS . YORK : 
DR. CRAWFORD: 
MRS. YORK: 
No, I haven ' t . 
Well, when you go there, you ' ll see the church. 
Now, what d irection is that? Is it down toward 
J amestown? 
You go up the road here and turn left. There ' s a 
sign up there . Did you see the sign that said , 
"Sa rgeant York ' s grave?" 
DR . CRAWFORD: 
MRS. YORK: 
Yes, I saw the sign . 
Turn off at that sign and just kee p a comi ng a round 
the road the re and you 'll run into i t . 
DR . CRAWFORD : Well , I want to get a picture o f the church. 
MRS. YORK: Okay . 
DR . CRAWFORD: Who was the pastor or the minister there at that 
time? Do you r emember? 
MRS . YORK: Let ' s see. I don't know but a man by the name of 
Brother Russell led a rev iva l up there . I don't 
remember him . W. W. Lovell was one of t he preachers we used to 
have in revival up there . They organized another church in the 
chruch that we go to in t hat church . 
DR . CRAWFORD: Do they have revivals every summer? 
MRS. YORK: 
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I don't know, they might. I don't know whether 
they do up there or not now. Do they? 
ANOTHER VOICE: You meant back then--I don't know. Back then, 
MRS. YORK: 
Grandmaw. 
Back then, oh, I don't remember. It's been so 
long. I don ' t know if we have them every summer or 
not. Probably, I don't know. 
DR. CRAWFORD: They did have them in the summer, didn't they? 
MRS. YORK: Yes, sometimes they would have church all year 
round up there. Always on Sundays and Sunday 
nights. 
DR. CRAWFORD: But they would have the revival after the crops 
were laid-by, I guess, that's when they usually 
did. 
MRS. YORK: Well, it might have been, I don't remember for 
sure. 
DR. CRAWFORD: It seems like they had a lot of them in July and 
August. 
MRS. YORK: Yeah. 
DR . CRAWFORD: Where did you go to school? 
MRS. YORK: They had a schoolhouse up here just below the 
Methodist Church and there ' s where I went. 
It just had one teacher and about 60 or 75 students and one 
teacher is all they had. 
DR . CRAWFORD: Well, they had to work hard then. 
MRS. YORK: Yes, they just had one teacher. 
DR. CRAWFORD: What did they have about 8 grades? 
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MRS. YORK: Up to the 6th grade I believe. I believe that is 
all they t aught then. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Several of my aunts taught in one room schoolhouses 
and I've always admired anyone who could teach in a 
place like that with that many pupils. 
MRS. YORK: Yeah, I don't know how they got by, but they got 
by. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, I know. My folks went to schools like that. 
MRS. YORK: I believe they learn as much as they do now. 
DR. CRAWFORD: To tell you the truth I guess they did. (Laughter) 
MRS. YORK: I believe they do. I sure do. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I think they learn to read and write just as well. 
MRS. YORK: Well, they didn't have so many t hings to draw their 
attention on something else, and get their mind on 
something, you know. 
DR. CRAWFORD: You went to school there in the winter? 
MR S. YORK: There was about four months out of the year. 
DR. CRAWFORD : Do you remember when they would start? 
MRS. YORK: I guess about June . 
DR. CRAWFORD: They go through the summer and come in the fall. 
MRS. YORK: I guess September. 
DR. CRAWFORD: One room schoolhouse. How did t hey keep it warm? 
MRS. YORK: With a coal stove . Just one stove in the school-
house. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Now there is plenty of coal aroun d here. Some 
p l aces they had to use wood. 
MRS. YORK: There was plenty of coal. Still plenty of coal. 
1 O 
DR. CRAWFORD: What did you write on then? 
MRS. YORK: It was what you call slates you know where you 
write and rub it off with chalk pencils. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I've seen them. 
MRS. YORK: On the slate. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Did they have blackboards in the school? 
MRS. YORK: Yes. 
DR. CRAWFORD: When it was time for your class, what would you 
do? Would the teacher come over to your part of 
the room? 
MRS. YORK: Sometimes they would have you diagraming sentences 
on the board. 
DR. CRAWFORD: That's something I am not sure all students learn 
MRS. YORK: 
and that's how to diagram sentences anymore. 
[They had] their multiplication tables and stuff 
like that you know. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Your granddaughter, Ruth and I are teachers now. 
There are a lot of things that students don't learn 
now that I think they ought to like how to diagram sentences. 
MRS. YORK: I don't know if I could diagram much now it's been 
so long. 





They called it grammar then. I think they call it 
English now, don't they? 
English language. 
They call it English or something now, but they 
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called it grammar then. 
DR. CRAWFORD: And you learned math too, didn ' t you? What about 
your spelling? How did you learn that? 
MRS. YORK: We had spelling books. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Did you ever have any spelling bees? 
MRS. YORK; What? 
DR. CRAWFORD: Spelling bee. 
MRS. YORK: What is a spelling bee? What's that? 
DR. CRAWFORD: A contest where people would stand up and spell. 
MRS. YORK: No, we didn't have anybody standing up. We had 
contests, but we would have a row on this side and 
a row on that side, and whichever one beat won . That's the way we 
done. 
DR. CRAWFORD: And what would happen when anyone missed a word? 
MRS. YORK: You'd go to the next one the closest to them. 
And if that side couldn ' t get i t, then they'd give 
it to the other side. 
DR. CRAWFORD: You know they didn't teach as many things then, but 
what they did teach people learned pretty well. 
MRS. YORK: Yeah, they did. That ' s right. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I think sometimes they might do better now if they 
didn't study as many differen t things they might 
learn a little better. 
MRS. YORK: Might be. Mostly what they need now is math and 
English, and geography and reading and writing. 
They think you ought to have all of them. 
DR. CRAWFORD: You know we get people in college and universities 
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now who don't know very much about that. They 
graduated from high school and are going to college and still 
don't know much about how to write. 
MRS. YORK: I've gotten letters and couldn't hardly read them. 
I don't know, maybe they had a good education, but 
the way they write, you just couldn't hardly read it. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, they don't teach penmanship or handwriting 
MRS. YORK: 
could print. 
the way they used to. 
No. A lot of them can just print. I've got a 
grandaughter she can just pr i nt right on. I never 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, now that is one thing I did learn. My 







DR . CRAWFORD: 
I can't print good, but she can . Andrew can too. 
He can just print right on. I could never do much 
Andrew is your son? 
Yes. 
When was he born? 
About 1929 or 30, I guess it was. 
Well, I was born in '3 1 so we are about the same 
age. 
MRS. YORK: Yes, about the same age. 
DR. CRAWFORD: He was born just before the Dep r ession started. 
MRS. YORK: His birthday was in Apri l. 
DR. CRAWFORD: One of my son ' s bir t hdays is in April. Did you say 
that you went about four months out of the year to 
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school? 
MRS. YORK : Yes. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Did you take your lunch with you? 
MRS. YORK: Yes, a big bucket. There were four of us going, 
you know. 
DR . CRAWFORD: I remember when people would take lunch buckets. 
MRS. YORK: 
What did you have for lunch? 
I guess we had some meat and potatoes, beans and 
cornbread. That's what we all eat. 
DR . CRAWFORD: Students wouldn ' t be happy wi th that now, would 
they? 
MRS. YORK : No, they wouldn ' t have it. They would be a lot 
better off though than they would eating so many 
hamburgers and tater chips and stuff like that. 




They'd be healthier . 
I think they would . 
What did you do at recess? 
Play ball and drop the handkerch ief. I don ' t know 
if you know what '' drop the hankerchief" is. 
DR. CRAWFORD : How was that played? I am not sure. 
MRS . YORK: You line up here and have one go around and drop 
the handkerchief and the one that got it had to run 
around and drop it again and the one that gets it has to go around 
again. That ' s right, ain ' t it? It was fun. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I think students had as much fun then as they do 
now. 
MRS. YORK: They did I think . I wish we had to live two months 
like that just to show the peop l e. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I wish I could send students back to 






history if they could do that. They would know what it 
(Laughter) 
was like. 
MRS. YORK: Well, they would appreciate what they have more if 
they had to do that. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Did everyone walk to school then? 
MRS. YORK: Yes, it was the only way they had to get there. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Who was the teacher? 
MRS. YORK: I believe my first teacher was Sarah Frogg or Tim 
Garrett. I forget which it was. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Do you remember your first day in school? 
MRS. YORK: No, my older sister took me, I think, when I was 
about five. 
DR. CRAWFORD: You started a little early. 






How many sisters did you have? 
Six girls. There were six girls. 
Did you have any brothers? 
Yes, I had seven brothers and six girls. There 's 
thi r teen in the family. 
DR. CRAWFORD: That was a very large family. That is another 
MRS. YORK: 
thing t hat has changed now. 
It was a large family. We lived on a hundred and 
fifty acre farm. Everybody worked though. 
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DR. CRAWFORD: It made a difference when the children could help. 
MRS. YORK: Yes, it sure did. 
DR. CRAWFORD: One problem now, young people don't have enough to 
do. They would get in less trouble if they did have 
to work. 
MRS. YORK : They don' t want to do nothing. A lot of them don't 
want to do nothing, do they Ruth? 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, you learned to work hard pretty early, didn't 
MRS. YORK: 
you? 
Everybody worked. Everybody knew what they had to 
do. 








up? Did you help in the house or in the field? 
In the field and wherever they needed me. 
You would help with the crops in the summer then? 
Yeah, we would have to quit out of school and help 
hoe corn and things like that, you know. 
Was that hard work? 
Not too hard. 
I guess several of you worked at one time, didn't 
they? 
I would rather work out as be in the house . 
DR. CRAWFORD: You know when several of you would work going up 
and down the rows together it wouldn ' t be so bad, 
would it? You'd have company to help. 
MRS. YORK: No. 
DR. CRAWFORD : Did Alvin York work on the farm when he was growing 
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up the same way? 
MRS. YORK: Yes, he worked on the farm. 
DR. CRAWFORD: He was working on the road here when he got the 
call. 
MRS . YORK: Yes, he was when he got his cal l to go to the army. 
He was working on the road. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Where were they living then? 
MRS. YORK: They were living up there by the spring. Of course 
the old house is torn down now. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Is the sp r ing still there? 
MRS. YORK: Yeah, the spring is still there. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Still runn i ng? 
MRS. YORK: Yes . 
DR. CRAWFORD: That's pretty good. A lot of springs have dried 
up in some places. 
MRS. YORK: It's still running; that one is. 
DR. CRAWFORD: How far is it from here? 
MRS. YORK: It's at the cemetery. You just go right down over 
the hill there and it is just a short distance, 
ain't it? About 300 or 400 yards or something. 
DR. CRAWFORD: From here? 




MRS. YORK : 
That's real close. Is there a path to it? 
Yes, you can walk up to it. 
I think I'll make some pictures of the spring too 
then. 
But when that flood come it washed some big r ock 
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down there where it fell. I don't know if they 
ever moved them or not. 
DR . CRAWFORD: Did you have a flood? 
MRS. YORK: 














Yes, we had a bad flood here. We couldn't get to 
the highway without getting in water. 
It has never gotten up c l ose to this house, has it? 
It got five foot in the basemen t . 
My goodness! (Laughter) 
That's the first time that ... It is two year? 
It's been over two years before my husband had his 
accident and he had the acciden t at the school. 
Oh yes, that 's right. It was 1964. 
It was up on the mountain because we didn't know 
what it was going to do. 
That was a big flood. 
Let's see. 
It's been about three years ago, wasn't it? 
It was on September 2, wasn't i t ? Three years ago , 
wasn't it? 
School had just about started? 
Yes, we were in school. 
Yes, my daughter-in-law's house over there, it 
washed some of her stuff away. She had to buy new 
carpet to put on the floor. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I've seen some big floods on ou r river. 
MRS. YORK: I never did see nothing like t his before here. It 




The bridge down here you can see how low it is. It 
is hard to imagine it being that high. 
You can't imagine it. It don ' t seem possible to 
tell that the water ran across the highway just 
like a big river--big waves going across the highway. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, you are lucky it didn ' t damage the mi ll any. 
Of course, the mill is bu i lt up on columns 
evidently down there. 
MRS. YORK: Oh if it hadn't of been, it would have been gone, 
wouldn't it? 
RUTH: Yes. 
MRS. YORK: It sure would have gone off in that flood if they 
hadn ' t raised it up. 
DR. CRAWFORD: You know they used to have floods that would wash 
out grist mills pretty often on the rivers because 
the grist mills had to be built by a stream. 
MRS. YORK: Yes, but this one has never washed away. But if 
they hadn ' t had it up on them posts it would. It 
would have been off this time. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, I saw that and I made some pictures of that. 
I could see how they would need to have that up if 
the Wolf floods. 
MRS. YORK: 
DR. CRAWFORD: 
Yes, that ' s right . 
Of course, they haven ' t built any dams on the river 
have they? They didn ' t build any dams to hold the 
f l ood water back did they? 
MRS. YORK: No. That was an awful bad looking time . 
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DR. CRAWFORD: Do you r e member anything about World War I when 
Alvin went away to war? Of course, you weren't 
very old then. 
MRS. YORK: (Laughs) I was seventeen when he went to the army. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Did he write to you while he was gone? 
MRS. YORK: Yes, he wrote to me. He didn ' t write nothing about 
what was going on. He would say , "I went over the 
top, " or something like that was about all he would say . 
DR. CRAWFORD: I guess he didn ' t want to worry you . 
MRS. YORK: No, he wouldn ' t talk much about it when he came 
back either. He wouldn't tell you too much . 
DR . CRAWFORD : Did you hear much about the war or read about it in 
MRS. YORK: 
the papers? 
After they had that battle t hey had right smart in 
the paper. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Were you surprised to read about that? 
MRS . YORK: Well, I don ' t know. I just read abou t it and I 
just thought he was lucky to get out . 
DR. CRAWFORD: I know you were glad to hear about that? 
MRS. YORK: Yes, I was gl ad he didn ' t get kill ed over there. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Anyone always worries about that. 
MRS. YORK: Yeah. 
RUTH KOGER: 
MRS . YORK: 
Didn ' t he want to marry you before he went to the 
army? 
Yes, he wanted us to marry , but I said I was too 
young to marry. 
DR . CRAWFORD: Bec ause you were just seventeen then. 
20 
MRS. YORK: Yeah. I said, "I'm too young to marry ." I said, 
"Something might happen and I'd just rather wait. " 
DR. CRAWFORD: He had a pretty r eason to want to come back then. 
(Laughter) 
MRS. YORK: I remember he was a sight . 
DR. CRAWFORD: What did he look l ike then? I've seen pictures , but 






He looked something l ike Gary Cooper ! A whole lot 
like him, didn ' t he? 
Yeah. 
When you see his pictures. 
Well, they picked pretty good person to play him 
then, didn ' t they? 
Yeah, they d i d . They s ure did. 
DR . CRAWFORD: You know his pictures there is one in that book on 
Tennessee Heroes. He does look a little l i ke Gary 
Cooper . 
MRS. YORK: 
DR . CRAWFORD: 
MRS . YORK: 
DR . CRAWFORD: 
MRS. YORK: 
I think they look a little alike . I never did get 
to meet him- -Gary Cooper. 
Do you know if he came here? 
I never got to meet him . No . 
Do you know where they filmed that movie? 
They filmed a lot of it he r e . They had a great 
long trailer. They went up the creek here and 
stayed up there . I guess they stayed up there a week and made 
pictures of the mountains and hills and all. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Do you remember if they made that movie during 
MRS. YORK: 
DR. CRAWFORD: 
MRS. YORK : 
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World War II? 
Let's see. 
It was some time pretty close to it, I know. 
They had the first opening of the picture in '41 in 
Washington, D.C . 
DR. CRAWFORD: That was during the war, yes . 
MRS. YORK: In 1 41 we went up there. That's how I remember 
that. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Was that the first time that you had gone to 
Washington, D.C .? 
MRS. YORK: Yes, that was the first time that I had seen it. 
DR. CRAWFORD : What do you remember a bout that trip? 
MRS. YORK: We went in and shook hands with Roosevelt; I remem-
ber that! He was president, you know. We went in 
and shook hands with him. 
DR. CRAWFORD : How did you go? Did you drive to Washington? 
MRS. YORK: We went on the train from Knoxville. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Yes, they had the trains running back 
(Laughte r) 
then . 
MRS . YORK : Yes, that ' s right. They don ' t have many now, do 
they? 
DR. CRAWFORD: No. 
MRS. YORK: I mean from Nashvi lle. I 'm sorry we went on the 
train from Nashville. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I can remember during World War II when the trains 
MRS. YORK: 
wou l d go through with a lot of soldiers on them . 
Yes, I know you remember that. 
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DR. CRAWFORD: And you rode the train up for the show. 
MRS. YORK: Yes. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Where did you stay when you were there? 
MRS. YORK: Statler Hotel, I believe. Isn't there a Statler 
Hotel there? 
DR. CRAWFORD: Yes. 
MRS. YORK: I believe it was the Statler Hotel where we stayed. 
DR. CRAWFORD: There's a Statler Hotel downtown. Well, I think 
students need to know because they are going to see 
How nearly right is that movie? that movie. 
MRS. YORK: It done pretty good. Of course, they had fiction 
in there. Where I had that knife, that was just 
fiction. That wasn't me. That didn ' t happen, I mean. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Now what part was fiction? 
MRS. YORK: Where Alvin was jealous, you know. I mean he come 
up and somebody was talking to me. Jeb Andrews, I 
believe it was. 
RUTH KOGER: That was your other boyfriend, Grandmaw!(Laughter) 
MRS. YORK: Jeb Andrews that he was jealous of somebody. The 
way they were representing it was that he was 
jealous of somebody and he (Alvin) came up while I was talking to 
him (Jeb Andrews). I had a butcher knife peeling taters and said 
something. That wasn't right. 
DR. CRAWFORD: The boyfriend, Andrews, was supposed to be talking 
to you while you were peeling potatoes? 
MRS. YORK: Jeb Andrews, I guess. He was in the movie. Jeb 
Andrews is the only one I met in the movie. 
DR. CRAWFORD: But that part wasn ' t real. 
happen? 
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No,it didn't happen. 
We'll let people think that the movie is right. 
Yeah. 
And mostly it is, isn't it? 
MRS. YORK : Yes, the scenery is true because they made it down 
here that scener y. 
DR. CRAWFORD: You know I think I remember in that movie when he 
went out up on the mountain to think about what he 
was going to do. Did he have a dog with him? 
MRS. YORK: He probably did , I don't know. He probably did. 
He had a dog. 
DR. CRAWFORD: He had a dog when you first met him? 
MRS. YORK: He always had dogs over there because he was a 
hunter. He loved to hunt. 
DR. CRAWFORD: How long did he go on and do that. How long did he 
keep up hunting? 
MRS. YORK: As long as he lived he 
couldn't get out of the 
was a dog runner. 
car, but he would 
listen. Drive as far as he could and listen at them run foxes. 
DR. CRAWFORD: He was a fox hunter then as long as he lived. 
MRS. YORK: Yeah, he was . 
He 
go 
DR. CRAWFORD: But he used to get out in the woods for other 
hunting too, didn ' t he 
MRS. YORK: Oh yes. 




They would find coons and t hings like t hat. Foxes 
and just about anything that was in the woods , I 
DR. CRAWFORD: They could hunt t urkey then? 
MRS . YORK: Yes. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I didn ' t know that . Now the turkey disappeared 
around our farm . 
MRS . YORK: No, they have open season on them, and you can kill 
them. 
DR. CRAWFORD : They've come back now. But they had about disap-
MRS. YORK: 
DR. CRAWFORD : 
MRS. YORK: 
RUTH KOGER: 
MRS. YORK : 
peared for a while. 
They have. I d idn ' t know. 
I didn ' t know you still had turkey here that late . 
Yes, we ' ve a lways had turkeys, haven ' t we, Ruth? 
Yes, a lot of people have them on t heir own f arm. 
A lot of times they raise a bunch of t urkeys. 
People used to r aise bunches of them, but I don' t 
know anybody that raises them now . Do you? There ' s Patton's but 
I don ' t believe she does either. I don ' t know nobody that raises 
t urkeys around here. 
DR. CRAWFORD : I think they grow them commercially on big farms 
now to sell to stores. 
MRS. YORK: 
DR. CRAWFORD: 
MR S . YORK: 
DR. CRAWFORD: 
Probably do. 
He was a good woodsman, wasn ' t he? 
Yeah, he was a good hunter . He liked to hunt. 
You know they had something a bout that in the movie 
I think, didn't they? 
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MRS. YORK: Yes, I think so. About t urkey shooting, you know, 
they had that in the movie. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Did they really do that here? 
MRS. YORK: Well, in a way, yes , they would have shooting 
matches. They would put this turkey behind a log 
and he would make a sound and make that turkey stick his head up 
and they would shoot at him over the log. 
DR. CRAWFORD: You know, I have gone to turkey shoots now, but 





No,you shoot at a target and they give you a frozen 
turkey . 
Yeah, that ' s right. That ' s the way they do now. 
They don't do the other way any more . 
I r emember Andrew going shooting and one time he won two, I 
think , at one t i me. 








Yes, frozen turkeys or frozen chickens or anything 
that you get at a shooting match is froze. 
Where did they have shooting matches? 
Different places. 
And he'd go to them wherever they were , I guess. 
Yes. 
Did you get a l ot of people to come in from outside 
to Pall Mall? 
I guess several people nearly every day , just li ke 
a day while you are here . 
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DR . CRAWFORD: You have a lot of company now. Did many people 
travel in then when you were a gir l ? 
MRS. YORK: Oh , when I was a girl and you mean travel though 
this country? 
DR. CRAWFORD : Yes. 
MRS . YORK : They didn ' t have no way to travel unless they came 
in a wagon or horseback. 
DR . CRAWFORD : You know that is true. 
MRS . YORK: You didn ' t see many people back then. All whe r e 
you had to go was to church, or to the store or 
something like that. 
DR . CRAWFORD : Where was the store then, Mrs. York? 
MRS . YORK: They had stores around . R. C. Piles had a store up 
here. Hi s tore down. [It was ] at the second t urn 
you go around or would it be the third turn. No , it is the second 
tu r n off t he highway on the r i ght . You can see a sign there . It 
used to be a big store there. There ' s where my husband registered 
for the army , but they to r e the storehouse down. 
DR. CRAWFORD : R. C. Piles Store . 
MRS. YORK: Yes . R. C. Piles Store. 
DR. CRAWFORD : Do you remember when he came back from the army? 
MRS. YORK: Yes. He came back the 28th of J une , I believe it 
was. No, it was the 28th of May . 
DR . CRAWFORD : Was that 1918 or . .. ? 
MRS. YORK : Nineteen nineteen . 
DR. CRAWFORD : After the war was over. 
MRS. YORK: Yes . 
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DR. CRAWFORD: Wear ing his uniform I guess? 
MRS. YORK: Yeah, wearing his uniform. He got several medals 
I don't know how many. We have them at Nashville 





Yes, I've seen them. 
Did you? 
I think he got about every medal they had. 
He got several--! don't know how many. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Did he get any time to do things himself or did he 
have to make a lot of public appearances after he 
got back . 
MRS. YORK: He had to make a lot of public 
You see he traveled a lot for 
appearances along. 
the school. He 
traveled a lot and raised money for the school. 
a lot and raised money for a Bible school up 
there. 
Then he traveled 
here on the hill 
DR. CRAWFORD: What Bible School is it? 
MRS. YORK: It hain't got no name on it. It just 
School. Unless he wanted to call it 
School. I don't know if he would or not. 





MRS . YORK: Nobody don't run it now. We let the state have it 
and they've redone it and put a roof on it and 
fixed the floor and fixed up the windows, but we ain't got nothing 
going on up there now. 
DR. CRAWFORD: How far is it from here? 
MRS. YORK: Oh not very far. 
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RUTH KOGER: It is up to your left from the spring you are going 
to and also the old homeplace which is up on the 
left from that. 
MRS. YORK: Go right to the top of the hill and that big house 
where the postmaster lived. But there ' s a chain 
across the road I think to keep people from going in there . I 
guess if you wanted to you could. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Yes, I want to do that . 
MRS. YORK: I guess you could . 
DR . CRAWFORD : When did he start doing things for the school here? 
I know he was on the School Board for a while. 
MRS . YORK: Let's see. He opened up that York Institute in 
1924 wasn ' t it? It was in the twenties. I don't 
know. He started in that little old house ac ross from the high 
school now . He started in that first. 
DR. CRAWFORD: When did they build that new high school that is 
there now. I guess it is not new now--the one that 
is there now. 
MRS. YORK: Oh you mean the new part that is built onto the 
school? 
DR. CRAWFORD: Yes. 
MRS. YORK: It' s been about two years, hain ' t it. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Now that is very recent. Do you know when they 
built that first school building? 
MRS. YORK: Oh, York Institut e. I don ' t know for sure. Was it 
1924? I have forgot. I don't remember exactly . 
DR. CRAWFORD: That's the only school very close here isn ' t it? 
MRS. YORK: Yes, Clarkrange has got one. 
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Clarkrange has a 
high school. 
DR. CRAWFORD: And of course they have some in Kentucky, but that 
is across the state line. 
MRS. YORK: Yeah, that's across the state line. 
DR. CRAWFORD : Tennessee wouldn ' t do anything for them. 
MRS. YORK: Everybody is proud of our ball team this year--
basketball. 
DR. CRAWFORD: What are they called? Dragons? 
MRS. YORK: 
RUTH KOGER: 
They won the tournament, didn ' t they? 
Yes. 
MRS. YORK: And Clarkrange both won the tournament this year. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, that 's good. 
MRS. YORK : Yes. Everybody is proud of them. 
DR. CRAWFORD: They had a good year with the ball team . 
MRS. YORK: Yes , they did. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Are there more people around Pall Mall now than 
there used to be? 
MRS. YORK: Oh yes. And many again. Doubled the number. 
DR. CRAWFORD: It is easie r to get a good team whe n you have more 
peopl e in school I know. I went to a very small 
high school and there weren ' t a lot of people for the ball teams. 
MRS. YORK: I don't know who they get to play for your school 
this year. So many of them are going to high 
school, ain't they? 
RUTH KOGER : Numbers are coming down and enrollment is go ing 
down. There were that many children. 
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DR. CRAWFORD : Population is going down here, but it is up a lot 
over what it was say in the twenties? 
MRS. YORK: Yes, but so many people don ' t want big families. 
They just want one child or two. They don ' t want 
to be bothered with them I reckon. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, I guess now it costs a lot more to raise 
children. 
MRS. YORK : Oh it does - -a lot of difference. 
DR. CRAWFORD: But you don ' t have as many brothers and sisters to 
play with. You don ' t have as many cousins either. 
MRS. YORK: That's right too . 
DR. CRAWFORD: Did you have a lot of relatives around? 
MRS. YORK: Yes, I have several. Used to nobody lived around 
here but the York, Williams, and Piles and some 
Delks. That is about all there used to be. 
DR. CRAWFORD: There used to be a lot of Williams then. 
MRS. YORK: Yes. My dad had thirteen children . 
DR. CRAWFORD: That's enough practically to make a town too. 
(Laughter) 
MRS . YORK: And they are all gone but three girls . One girl is 
92 and one 90 and I ' m the youngest one . 
DR . CRAWFORD: You're the baby of the group now . But you have some 
of the family around here close? 
MRS. YORK : I'm glad Ruth is around here . I ' ve got a grandson. 
Her brother lives up the river here . 
kids that is about all around here. 
RUTH KOGER: Andrew up on the hill . 
Margaret's 
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MRS. YORK: Andrew, my son up on the hill. 
DR. CRAWFORD: It is good to have some family close. Ruth, how 
far do you live from here? 
RUTH KOGER: What about two miles and a half? 
MRS. YORK: About two and half miles down the r oad. 
DR . CRAWFORD: It's a small community . Everyone is fairly close, 
aren't they? 
MRS. YORK: Yes. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Are you able to go to church now? 
MRS. YORK: Yes, I go to church on Sunday and Sunday night and 
Wednesday night. 
DR. CRAWFORD: You've been going to church 80 years or so, haven't 
you? 
MRS. YORK: Yes, long time. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Which church do you go to? 
MRS. YORK: Down at York Chapel. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Who is the minister there now? 
MRS. YORK: Arthur Goney as been filling in while the pastor 
is gone. We are having a full time pastor to come 
this Sunday. He'll be full-time pastor. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Has the church changed much in your lifetime? I 
know the schools have. 
MRS. YORK: No, we've got a good church down here. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Is the worship service about like it used to be? 
MRS . YORK: Just about. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I guess the church has changed less than the 
school. 
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MRS. YORK: Our church is and your church is too, ain ' t it. 
She goes to church too. 
DR. CRAWFORD: You know they change song books and they change the 
preachers and now and then they 'll put up a new 
building, but I guess a lot of things are the same. 
MRS. YORK: Yes, we have a carpet on our floor and new windowns 
in and things like that. Our church is doing good. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, it didn 't used to be that way. 
MRS. YORK: No, the Lord has been good to us. 
DR. CRAWFORD: What was the church like that you first went to? 
MRS. YORK: It was an old timey church just like everybody's . 
DR. CRAWFORD: Was it a plank or a log building? 








The one you went to when you were a girl? 
Yes. 
And that is the same one? 
Same one. 
Well, it has held up pretty well then. 
Same church. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Of course, you didn't have electricity then and 
carpets. 
MRS. YORK: No, we had oil lamps, you know, hanging and setting 
around the wall. We had two hanging down from the 
ceiling, I believe it was. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Someone would have to get there ear ly to light the 
oil lamps wouldn 't they? 
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MRS. YORK: Th ey would have a janitor, you know. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Did you ever have any wish to go to Europe and see 





I don't guess he ever wanted to go back either, did 
he? 
No, he had a chance to go back , but he didn't want 
to go back. 
DR. CRAWFORD: When you live in a place like this, I can see why 
you'd like to stay at home. 
MRS. YORK: Yes, he'd rather be home. 
DR. CRAWFORD: The medals he won in World War I you gave to the 
MRS. YORK: 
mus eum? 
No, I loaned them to them. I didn't give them to 
them . I can go get them any time I want t hem. 
DR. CRAWFORD: They are on loan then? 
MRS. YORK: Yes. 
DR. CRAWFORD: 
something? 
What about the letters that he wrote? 
thought of lending them to the state 
MRS. YORK: I've got some , but I neve r have. 
Had you ever 
library or 
DR. CRAWFORD: I think they probably would like to have them. 
MRS. YORK: I don't know if I'd want them to have them or not. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, the re might be some that you 
wouldn't.(Laughter) Some are personal letters. 
MRS. YORK : No, nobody has said anything about that. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Some time the ones that you are willing to, I think 
MRS. YORK: 
ought to be kept somewhere. 
I've got them in the trunk. 
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DR. CRAWFORD: You could give them to some member of the family, 
Andrew or Ruth or someone, but you see someone 
ought to keep those letters that Alvin York wrote so they don't 
disappear or get thrown out or something like that. 
MRS. YORK: I never did burn them. I just kept them. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, you might want to look through them and see 






They ain't nothing in them. He never did write too 
much. He jus t write me how he was and everything. 
And you were glad to hear that. 
Yes. That was the most important thing. 
Had you made plans to get married before he left or 
did you not decide until later? 
No, we was a iming to get married, but I was too 
young to get married. 
DR . CRAWFORD: And you made plans for it after he got back. 
MRS. YORK: He wanted me to wait till he came back, he said. 
DR . CRAWFORD: Well, the Governor married you, didn ' t he? 
MRS. YORK: Yes, Albert Roberts. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Governor A. H. Roberts 
MRS. YORK: Yes, that's right. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Now, I am going over to Murfreesboro tomorrow and 
after that I am going to talk about Tennessee 





He ' s a lawyer, isn' t he? 
He was. He is retired now. 
Oh, he's retired now . 
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DR. CRAWFORD: He's living with his daughter now, Charlotte Allen. 
But he was a lawyer and he was campaign manager for 
Governor Roberts. He's been around a long time. 
MRS. YORK: Yes . 
DR. CRAWFORD : In fact, he was Commissioner of Education back 
before they had many schools in the state. 
MRS. YORK: Is his wife still living? 
DR. CRAWFORD: Judge Williams ' wife? 
MRS. YORK: Yes. 
DR. CRAWFORD: No, she is gone. He is living there with his 
daughter. He is 96. 




Yeah, I guess he is. He ' s about the age of my hus-
band I guess . 
He is doing well . 
That's good . He can get around good, then? 
Yes, he plays the organ and he listens to the 
radio. They have a house on the Stones River about 
as far from the river as yours is here from the Wolf River . 
MRS. YORK: Built up high? 
DR . CRAWFORD: Yes, it is on a hillside. You can look down and 
see the river there . It is higher than yours be -
cause the hill is steep there, but it is about the same distance 
from the river I ' d say that yours is. I try to get around the 
state and talk to people who remember some of these things because 
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a lot didn ' t get written down you know. 
MRS. YORK: Yeah, that ' s right. Did you ever get to talk to 
Gordon Browning any? He 's dead now of course. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I talked with Gordon Browning while he was still 
living, Mrs. York, but I didn ' t ever talk to him 
for the historical records. Now, we both served together on the 
Historical Commission back in ' 71 until the year he died in the 
seventies . 
MRS. YORK: I guess, I don' t know. 
DR. CRAWFORD: His health was very poor. He had Parkinson's 
MRS. YORK: 
Disease. 
Yes, he did. He was up here one time and he had 
that Parkinson ' s Disease. 
DR. CRAWFORD: But they took care of him . They had a highway 
patrolman to drive him around everywhere he needed 
to go. 
MRS. YORK: That was nice . 
DR. CRAWFORD : So I got to know him for just a few years. There 
now. 
MRS. YORK: 
aren't any very old governors living in the state 
I don't know of any hardly . Do you know of any 
more besides him? 
DR . CRAWFORD: No, Winfield Dunn and Ray Bl anton are the only 
former governors still living right now . 
MRS . YORK: Ray Blanton--are they still after him? 
DR . CRAWFORD: Well, he was supposed to go to jail this month, but 
I don ' t think he has yet. 
MRS. YORK: 
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I think they prolonged it some way on something. I 
don't know what. 
DR. CRAWFORD: That was the last I read in the papers about 
Sunday. I have not read a paper for the last few 
days because I have been gone, but that was the last I had heard. 
They are the only two former governors liv ing . Ther e are quite a 
few widows of governors still living. I've talked with Mrs. Jim 
McCord and Mrs. Prentice Cooper and . 
MRS. YORK : And Governor Horton's wife and she lives i11 
Tull ahoma, doesn't she? 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, I don't know that she is still living. If 
she is, I would like to go by and see her. 
MRS. YORK: I believe she is still living. At Tullahoma is 
where she lives. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, I'll try to find out if she is and go by and 
see her. 
MRS. YORK : Yes, she would be glad to see you. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, you know, Mrs. York,you have had a good life. 
You have spent almost all of it in one place . 
MRS. YORK: That's right. 
DR. CRAWFORD: What are the changes that you notice most from the 
way things used to be? 
MRS. YORK: Sometimes I wonder if people love each other like 
they used to just taking the country as a whole. 
If they love one another like they used to, I don't know. I don't 
know about that either. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I don't know. The preachers still give us the same 
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messages, you know . But some people don ' t seem to 
do what they are told to do. 
MRS . YORK: That ' s right a nd don' t do what they know to do . 
DR. CRAWFORD: But it might have been that way earlier too , you 
know. 
MRS . YORK: It seemed like people used to visit and go around 
and spend the day with somebody with their friends 
and all . Now they don ' t have time fo r that. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Now I can remember that change . Sometimes you 
would have company come and stay all night you 
know . 
MRS. YORK: Yeah, you don't have that much . They have too many 
other things to go to . 
DR . CRAWFORD: I think people are do ing a lot more different 
things now . 
MRS . YORK: They are. Some of them may be fo r the better and 
some of them not. 
DR . CRAWFORD: That is one thing that has changed - -the visiting . 
MRS . YORK: 
DR . CRAWFORD: 
MRS . YORK: 
DR . CRAWFORD : 
that far away. 
MRS . YORK : 
It has changed a lot. 
Relatives used to visit a lot too . 
Yeah , that ' s right . They did . 
Of course , some of yours live in Il linois and 
California . I' ll admi t it is a little harder to be 
I had a niece to come down from Indiana and stayed 
a week with me . 
DR . CRAWFORD : Where does she live? 
MRS. YORK: 




At Muncie , Indiana . 
That was a long trip . 
That was good. I was glad to have her . 
How many children do you have living? 
Five . Three boys and two girls. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Are all of them close here? 
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MRS . YORK : No, Andrew i s the closest to me as you are now . I 
got a boy in Nashville and a boy near Columbia, 
Tennessee. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Which one is in Nashvil l e? 
MRS. YORK : Edward . That is the one that preaches . He is a 
Nazarene pastor of the church down there on 
Six teenth and Faltron Street . Been there fo r 27 yea r s . 
DR. CRAWFORD: They must like him to keep him this long. 
MRS . YORK : That ' s what I said . 
DR . CRAWFORD : Which one is in Columbia? 
MRS. YORK : That ' s Woodrow . That is this boy ' s daddy that was 
here a while ago . 
DR. CRAWFORD : Where are the others ? 
MR S. YORK: That ' s all the boys I have . Andrew l ives over here. 
My daughter lives in Bowling Green , Kentucky,and my 
other daughter lives in Mississippi . 
DR . CRAWFORD : Where in Mississipp i? 
MRS . YORK : Biloxi . 
DR . CRAWFORD : That ' s a long way . That is down on the Gulf . 
MRS. YO RK: Yes, i t takes about 10 or 12 hours to go fro m he re 
down there. 
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DR. CRAWFORD: That is a long drive. 
MRS. YORK: But I don't mind riding it a bit that far . 
DR . CRAWFORD : Has it been long since you have been there? 
MRS. YORK: When was I down there? 
RUTH KOGER: A couple of months. She loves to go . 
MRS. YORK: In the spring. No, I didn ' t get to go this year. 
Junior was sick, wasn ' t he? No, he and I were 
aiming to go for Thanksgivin g and he was sick and I didn ' t go. 
DR. CRAWFORD: You like to travel, don ' t you? 
MRS. YORK: 
DR. CRAWFORD: 
to West Texas. 
Yeah, I like to go visit my children. 
My mother en joys trave l ing. I just took her to a 
niece's wedding last week. We traveled 1800 miles 
MRS. YORK: Eighteen hundred miles! 
DR. CRAWFORD: West Texas. She loves to travel and see things. 
MRS. YORK: I love to trave l, but you can't travel much. I t 
takes too much money. 
DR. CRAWFORD: ' That's true and it is a long way sometimes. 
MRS. YORK: Yeah, that the truth. It is a long ways. A l ong 
way to go to Mary's and back. 
DR. CRAWFORD: 
MRS. YORK: 
on t he phone. 
What do you do during a day usually? 
Just first one thing and another around the house, 
cook and talk on the t e lphone. I get several c alls 
DR. CRAWFORD: Do you do anything outside? Do you work in your 
yard or flowers or anything? 
MRS. YORK: No, I set out a few flowers but not much . 
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Andrew and Keith York mows around the house here 
and cleans up around the house the grass and 
DR. CRAWFORD: It is a blessing to have them so close, isn't it? 
MRS. YORK: Yes, it is good. I told you about Andrew, didn't 
I? He is Park Ranger over here at the park. 
DR. CRAWFORD: That's a fine park. 
MRS. YORK : It is. It is beautiful down there I think. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Do you remember how long they have had that or 




No, I don't know . 
Tommy worked there first. 
years. 
I don't know how many 
I guess it was 1960 or something, I guess. 
DR. CRAWFORD: That's a beautiful river down there. I see people 




she was seven 
DR. CRAWFORD: 
MRS. YORK: 
Yes, they do . - I was over the re Sunday to the Buck 
reunion and they had some singers there, but I 
any of the singers. They had a l i ttle girl there and 
years old and you ought to have heard her sing. 
They picked a pretty place for it. 
Yes, it is. It is a nice place down there . 
There 's somebody down there all the time. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I saw somebody there and a pretty good number a 
while ago. 
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MRS. YORK: I hear them over there at 10 o'clock in the night 
maybe. 
DR. CRAWFORD: How late is the park open? 
MRS. YORK: Andrew stays over there till the people leave. 
DR. CRAWFORD: That's pretty good. Some places they close at a 
certain time . 
MRS. YORK: Yes, they do, but they never have done that here. 
I've said you ought to have a certain time to 
close. But he never has yet put up no sign or nothing to close at 
a certain time. They just come in and he don't leave. 
DR. CRAWFORD: They are lucky to have someone working that cares 
about it that way. In some places in big parks and 
they open when they are supposed to and then they close it when 
they supposed to and so forth and they get out. 





That's right, they do that in 
places. 
That's a pretty river over here. 
How many children did you say you 
I have two boys. I have one 
families like people have now. 
Yes , not many big families now. 
a lot of these 
had? 
of those small 
DR. CRAWFORD: No, but my mother had, I think it was 10 in the 
family. You know some in the family didn't live to 
grow up. 
girls. 
My father was in a family of six--four boys and two 
I know what you mean about the size of families being 
different from what they used to be. 
MRS. YORK : That's right. 
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MRS. YORK : 
Just country roads. 
How were the houses different? 
log houses then? 
Not too many. 
They had already changed? 
Were there many 
Yes, not too many. I know of one . My house that 
my dad has where they lived--mother and daddy--it 
was partly a log house - -the weatherboard over the logs. 
DR. CRAWFORD: They did that quite a lot and you know what some 
people do now when they get one like that is take 
the boards off and us e the logs. 
MRS. YORK: That's pretty like that, but my house burned. Some 
body could have kept it from burning if they had 
tried, but anyway it burned down. It was about 150 years old . 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, there aren't many log houses left now. 
MRS. YORK: No, there's not. 
DR. CRAWFORD: There were a lot when you were growing up . 




That was the oldest house in the Valley that got 
burnt. 
DR. CRAWFORD : I t was built about 150 years ago? 
MRS. YORK: It wou l d have bee n 150 years old. I know because 
my dad was 86 be the year he died and he died in 
'41. 
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DR. CRAWFORD: Yes, it would be. 
MRS. YORK: And he was born there. And his mother was born 
there, I think, in that house. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, that answers my question. If his mother was 
born there, he wasn't one of the first people to 
come. They settled here pretty early , didn ' t they? 
MRS . YORK: Yes , my grandmother r emembered when the Civil War 
was. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Did they have anything happen here in the Civil War 
or had you heard about anything . 
MRS. YORK : Oh I guess they had a lot to happen. I don ' t know. 
DR. CRAWFORD: When you were growing up, I guess people didn ' t go 
to cities very often, but if they did, would they 
go to Knoxville or Nashville? 
MRS. YORK: Go to the city? They didn ' t go to the city . 
DR. CRAWFORD: I guess it wouldn ' t have been easy with the roads 
so bad. 
MRS . YORK : I never was to Crossville in my life until after 
I got married. Crossville, Tennessee . 




I never thought too mu ch about it. That's where 
we caught the train and went to Nashville on our 
DR. CRAWFORD: In 1919. 
MRS . YORK : Yes. Now the children think they ought to go 
somewheres all the time. 
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DR. CRAWFORD: Yes, and a lot of them have cars to go in too. 
MRS. YORK: They do! They have cars to go in. We had a good 
time back there though in them days. 
DR. CRAWFORD: You know you didn't need some of the things you 
have now. 
MRS. YORK: No. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, what did you think of Nashville the first 
time you saw it? Because I know you went from 
Crossville to Nashville on the train. 
MRS. YORK: I just seen the city that's all. 
too much about it I don't reckon. 
I don't think 
DR. CRAWFORD: You met the Governor, I guess? 
MRS. YORK: Yes, the Governor met us at Lebanon. 
DR. CRAWFORD: The train went through Lebanon? 
MRS. YORK: Yes. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Now, did he get on the train with you there? 
MRS. YORK: I believe he did. I almost forgot that. 
DR. CRAWFORD: And rode on into Nashville? 
MRS. YORK: I believe he did. We stayed in his mansion--the 
Governor's mansion--when we went down there. In 
Nashville we stayed at the Governor's house. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Now that would have been when it was out on West 
End, but they had torn that down. The Governor has 
a new mansion and a different one. 
MRS. YORK: I said I'd like to go back and see it, but I guess 
it is torn down . 
DR. CRAWFORD : Yes, it's gone that one they had then. 
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DR. CRAWFORD: No, wait a moment . I ' ll bet they had the one up 
by the Capitol then on Capitol Hill . 
MRS . YORK: I believe it was downtown. I believe we stayed 
downtown. 
DR . CRAWFORD: Yes, and then they moved to another one out on West 
End and now the Governor ' s Mansion is way out. It 
is still in Nashvi l le, but it is out south. It is on Cu r tiswood 
Lane now . 
MRS . YORK : What about Elvis Presley's home? Where is it? 
Have you been to it? 
DR. CRAWFORD: Yes, and t hey have kept that up fine . Sometime you 
might like to . 
MRS. YORK: 
RUTH KOGER: 
MRS. YORK : 
might like to see that or some of the children 
I never have seen it. Have you seen it? 
No. 
She would like to see it . (Meani ng Ruth Koger) 
DR. CRAWFORD : They have really kept that up . They make a lot of 
money. 
charge admission . 
They can afford to keep it up because they 
MRS . YORK: They do? 
DR. CRAWFORD : They have big numbers of people who go through 
every day . Tour buses of people. But they have 
enough to keep it up. It is in good shape. 
RUTH KOGER: Have they opened all the rooms yet or just so many 
of them? 
DR . CRAWFORD : At first they opened several . I think it is almost 
all open . There might be some you can ' t get into, 
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but I think pretty well the whole house is . They have tours and 
guides. It is a big business because there are so many peopl e . 
They just take you through. 
MRS . YORK: Yes, I've heard about it. She ' d like to, wou l dn ' t 
you? 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, it is not a hard trip. It ' s I guess six or 
so hours driving from here. Seven maybe . 
MRS . YORK: 
DR . CRAWFORD : 
MRS. YORK: 
DR . CRAWFORD: 
MRS. YORK: 
DR . CRAWFORD : 
MRS. YORK: 
DR. CRAWFORD: 
MRS . YORK : 
DR . CRAWFORD: 
MRS. YORK : 
I t is about 146 miles from here to Nashville. 
Now that i s going down to Monterey? 
Yes. Monterey on down through Cookeville and 
Lebanon. 
By t he Expressway . 
Yes, you hit the Interstate at Monterey . 
You can go a different way , but it is lots s l ower . 
You mean a round Chestnut Mound Road? 
Yes. 
That ' s too crooked ! 
Its too slow too. 
Yes. We used to have to go that way when we were 
taking my husband to the hospital till t he last few 
times a taking him. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Whi ch hospital was that? 
MRS. YORK: St. Thomas . The last two or three years though he 
went to the VA hospital . 
DR. CRAWFORD: Now the one in Murfreesboro? 
MRS . YORK: In Nashville or around there. 
DR . CRAWFORD: When did he start having trouble with his health? 
MRS. YORK: 
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He had a stroke in '54. He never did walk by 
himself anymore. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, you have some pictures made at different 
MRS. YORK: 
times here of him here, don't you? 
That's a picture over yonder of him on the farm 
around here on the farm. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Now in that one he is wearing a hat, and a coat, 
been made? 
MRS. YORK: 
and he has a tie on. About when would that have 
I guess it was made in the late forties or fifties 
or some time along there. 
DR. CRAWFORD: That is a large picture. That is about 14 by 16. 
MRS. YORK: I like that one. The Courier Journal of Louisville, 
Kentucky made that. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, you can tell a good photographer made that. 





Yeah, they had it in the newspaper. 
like that. 
That's a good picture. 
I like that one. Up here's a picture. 
is like he is going to church. 
His nephew 
I said that 
DR. CRAWFORD: He is dressed up for that one. 
been a little later? 
Would that have 
MRS. YORK: Yes. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I don't guess he had many pictures made when he was 
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in the army, did he? 
MRS. YORK: Not too many . 
DR . CRAWFORD: I ' ve seen one of him in uniform . 
MRS. YORK: Just what they made, you know . 
DR. CRAWFORD: Did he have any made when he was a child? 
Do you have any from that period? 
MRS . YORK: I think he had one. But somebody said he wanted to 
tear it up . 
DR . CRAWFORD: People feel that way sometimes about these pictures 
made when they are young. ( Laughter) 
MRS . YORK: I don't know whatever happened to that picture. I 
never did have it myself. George had it. I don't 
whatever became of that pic t ur e unless he to r e i t up. I never did 
know what went wi th it. 
DR. CRAWFORD: No , people don' t always like their childhood 
MRS. YORK: 
DR . CRAWFORD: 
MRS. YORK: 
DR. CRAWFORD : 
MRS. YORK: 
DR . CRAWFORD : 
MRS. YO RK: 
DR . CRAWFORD : 
pictures. 
No. 
Do you have any pictures made of you when you were 
a girl? 
There ' s one here somewhere made before he went to 
the army. 
When you were about seventeen or so? 
Yes. 
You don't have it on the wall or anything? 
No. It was with some p i ctures here somewhere. 
Sometime you might look for that , Mrs. York , and 
see how you look in it. I ' d like to write 
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something about you sometime. You see there's been a lot written 
about your husband. But not a lot about you. 
MRS . YORK: There's not a lot to write about me. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I'd like to have a copy of that picture. Was your 
hair brown then? 
MRS. YORK: Yes, auburn I guess you would call it. I had a lot 
of hair way back then, but I ain ' t got much now. 
DR. CRAWFORD: And you wore a ribbon in your hair then. 
MRS. YORK: I did when I was a girl growing up. You ' d see me 
pass with braided hair down to my waist and a bow 
ri bbon on the end of it . My sister used to fix my hair like that 
when I was going to school and going to church. 







Yes, we had the biggest crowds we ever had in this 
valley. 
Was the wedding done here? 
Yes. 
Did the Governor come here to do it? 
Yes. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I didn ' t realize t hat. I thought you were married 
in Nashville. 
MRS. YORK: No. 
DR. CRAWFORD: He came here! 
MRS. YORK: He come here and married us. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Was the wedding at the church? 
MRS. YORK : No, it was up back of the cemetery on a big flat 
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rock. 
RUTH KOGER: Up above the springs. I've never been there 
either. Sorry to say that. 
MRS. YORK: Above the cemetery. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Do you have a picture made at the wedding? 
MRS. YORK: Yes, I've got a picture. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I'd like to get a copy of that. 
(Pause in the tape while they look at pictures.) 
DR. CRAWFORD: According to this clipping, you didn't know that 
Alvin was a celebrity till you saw his picture 
in the Saturday Evening Post? Is that right? 
MRS. YORK: That is the first that I remember, I believe about 
it. Somebody sent me a picture of him. You've got 
it in that book, aint you? (Speaking to Ruth) 
DR. CRAWFORD: Yes, there is a picture? What I am looking at here 
is the article in The Commercial Appeal on the 30th 
of May this year, 1984. It is a copy of the picture of you two 
when you were married. It looks like you are standing in front of 
a big tree. 
MRS. YORK: I am over at my dad's place, my old home place. 
DR. CRAWFORD: And it was out on that flat rock where the Governor 
married you? 
MRS. YORK: Yes. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I'd like to make a copy of this 
This is a really pretty one. 
picture sometime . 
I think you both 
really look good in this picture. He was wearing his uniform. 
MRS. YORK: Yes. 
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DR. CRAWFORD: And you sure do have a pretty bouquet of flowers? 
MRS. YORK: Yes, they gave me a prety bouquet of flowers. 
There's one of the Senate. Pam Wallace. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Jackson, Tennessee. Someone who knows you, I 
guess. (Reading a letter) "Dearest Gracie. 11 
MRS. YORK: I guess. There's been so many people here, I 
forget their names. 
DR. CRAWFORD: You know that must have been a big group for the 
wedding. They probably could not have gotten 
everyone in church if you had it inside. 
MRS. YORK: I don't see how they got here myself. They had to 
walk and come by wagon and everywhere. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Maybe that helped them build the roads later when 
a lot of people found out how hard it was to get 
into here. (Laughter) 
MRS. YORK: 
DR. CRAWFORD: 
I don't know, but I don't know how they got here. 
I think it was two governors later. I think it was 
Governor Austin Peay when they really built the 
road system here. 
MRS. YORK: Yes, I guess it was. 
DR. CRAWFORD: When they saw how hard it was ·to get in. What I 
would like to do, is talk to you again when I've 
had time to think about some of these things we have talked 
about today , Mrs. Yor k. I'd like to make some pictures of the 
place and some of you, if you don't mind. You are fixed up pretty 
today. 
(Pause in the tape) 
53 
DR. CRAWFORD : Joan Leslie was the one who played you in the 
movie? 
MRS. YORK: Yes. That is our group that went. 
DR. CRAWFORD: And you think she looks not too different from you. 
MRS. YORK: Some of them thought we looked alike a t that time. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Maybe she looks like you did in 1919. 
MRS. YORK: Laughter) I don't know about it. That's my daughter 
right here. Those are her two grandchildren. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Several of you went out to California for the 
dedication. 
MRS. YORK: There were sixteen of us. 
DR. CRAWFORD: For the dedication of this Sergeant York Air 
Defense Gun System dedicated in 1983 in California. 
This is good artwork (commenting on programs at dedication) by 
Ford Aerospace and Communications Division. They were 
manufacturing this. 
MRS. YORK: That was the head man. I don ' t know their names at 
all. That is his wife. 
DR. CRAWFORD: This was the dedication picture of the Sergeant 
York Air Defense Gun System for the United States 
Army. 
MRS. YORK: That's a little girl who sang . 
DR. CRAWFORD: She sang the national anthem. 
MRS. YORK: Someone said they gave her $500 to sing t hat 
night. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I hope she did a good job. 
MRS. YORK: She did do a good job. 
DR. CRAWFORD: This looks very impressive. 
there? 
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How did you go out 
MRS. YORK: 




On a plane. I went to Nashville in a car and 
caught a plane. 
The first time she had flown. 
The first time I had ever flew . 
How did you like flying? 
It's all right! But I don't know if I'd ever fly 
any more or not. I enjoyed it though being on that 
airplane. We went to Dallas and then we changed at Dallas. 







I wouldn't have went if some of my kids hadn't went 
with me. 
Well, you shouldn't have to f i nd your own way. 
I wouldn't want to go by myse l f. I just like some 
of my kids to go with some place like that. 
Well, i t is good to travel together. 
This is what they are making ~he stamp. I don't 
know if they are going to put those pictures of him 
on the stamps or whet her they are going to put that. I don't 
know. Somebody said they were going to put them pictures, but I 
don't know what they are going to do. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I don't know, Mrs. York. What I'd like to do, Mrs. 
York, is come back and talk to you some more and 
maybe make copies of some of your pictures. I'd like to make a 
copy of the one of you two when you were mar r ied. And that one of 
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you when you were younger. I want to go over by the cemetery and 
the church. I want a picture of the church today. Later, but 
probably not today, I want to get a picture of the flat rock 
behind the church, is it? 
MRS. YORK: No, it is up in the woods. You'd have to have some -
body take you up there. 




Well, you would have to have somebody take you up 
there. 
It is beautiful country and I think 
wedding could be a beautiful thing 
an outdoor 
here. Of 
course, the weather has to cooperate or it doesn't come out right. 
MRS. YORK: They have weddings ever once in a while down here 
at the mill. They had one or two last week down 
here at the park. 
DR. CRAWFORD: The York Park right across the road from your home? 
That is a beautiful place for one. 
painting on your wall of you and Alvin York. 
There is a 
MRS. YORK: I guess that was made in the late forties, I guess. 
DR. CRAWFORD: That's a beautiful picture of you . You have what 
MRS. YORK: 
color hai r in that? Sort of reddish? 
Somebody said it had a little red cast. 
know. 
I don't 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, it may just be the painting , but I think it 
does. 
MRS. YORK: I don't like painted hair. I don't like painted 
too full. 
56 
pictures. I told my husband I thought his neck was 
I don't like painted hair and I don't like painted 
pictures. But he wanted me to keep the picture anyway. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Is that a photograph or a painting or a photograph 





It was a photograph that it was made from. 
Yes, your hair does have some red in it there. 
Ain't got much now. I used to have a lot of hair. 
I think your hair looks pretty today. Of course, 
you had a chance to fix it up today because you 
knew I was coming. 
MRS. YORK: I didn't think you would be here until today. 
DR. CRAWFORD: That's all right. 
MRS. YORK: Andrew said, "I hate it." 
I said, "Well, I hate it, but he wanted to do 
something at Cookeville and he didn't mind it so bad." 
DR. CRAWFORD: Yes, they have a university there, you know. 
MRS. YORK: They have a big school there. Yes, they do. 
DR. CRAWFORD: It has grown a lot. 
MRS. YORK: How many do they have enrolled? About a thousand? 
DR. CRAWFORD: They have more than that, Mrs. York. I don't know 
how many, but I know it is more than that. We have 
about 20,000 at Memphis State University now 
MRS. YORK: You do! Well, when you go back, you call Janie 
Russell an d tell her I am getting along good. 
She's a friend of mine. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Now what is her first name? 
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MRS. YORK: Janie Russell. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Do you have a telephone number for her? 
MRS. YORK: No, I don't believe I've got her phone number. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Do you remember her husband's name and I could find 
it in the directory if I knew it. 
MRS. YORK: I guess it is listed as Mrs.J.G. Russell rather 
than her husband's initials. She is living alone 
by herself. Mrs. J.G. Russell. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Well, if I can find that number in the directory. 
MRS. YORK: You call her, J.G. Russell. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I'll give her a call. When did you know her? 
MRS. YORK: I've known her for years and years. She used to 
live over here at Allardt. Her husband was 
President of the bank over there I reckon until he died. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I will give her a call if there is a J.G. Russell 
listed in the book. 
MRS. YORK: I wish you would. She has been wanting me to come 
down there, but I never have gone. She has been 
wanting to come up here, but she don't ride no more that a way and 
she can't drive up here. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I think you ought to go see her some time. Then 
you could see Elvis Presley's home. Because that 
is a good reason to go to Memphis too. 
MRS. YORK: She wanted me to come down there and stay two or 
three weeks or long as I wanted to. I am kind of 
afraid to stay i n Memphis in a big house just me and her . 
DR. CRAWFORD: You'd be safe there. I'll tell you what you'd 
worry about if it were my mother. 
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She'd worry 
about what was going to happen to her house while she was gone. 
MRS. YORK: Yes, but they will watch after my house while I am 
gone . Andrew would. Eat some more candy over 
there. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Thank you, I've had enough for now. It was good. 
MRS. YORK: It was Russell Stover's. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Why yes, made by a good company in Cookeville. 
MRS. YORK: 
DR. CRAWFORD: 
That's where my grandaugther works. 
You are feeling all right now, aren't you, 
York? You seem to be. 
MRS . YORK: I feel pretty good. Nothing to complain about. 
Mrs. 
DR. CRAWFORD: I suppose if we can't complain we are doing all 
right. 




I think I gave you the wrong number. Let me give 
it to you again. 
It is 879-5563. 
DR. CRAWFORD: No, you gave me the right one. You see it is the 
wrong one that is written on here . 
RUTH KOGER: We've got a different one now. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Let me write this on a piece of paper. 
MRS. YORK: It is 5563. 
DR. CRAWFORD: Let's see, your new one is what: 879- 5563. 
